Animal models of inflammatory bowel disease.
The aim of this article was to reveal the major biologic features of intestine that predispose the intestinal mucosa to numerous inflammatory conditions, especially in regard to experimental models of inflammatory bowel disease. The need for the greater understanding of the etiology of intestinal inflammation and the search for more effective and novel therapy for the treatment of the disease has led to the development of variety of experimental models of inflammatory bowel disease. There is a growing number of animal models of inflammatory bowel disease, either naturally occurring in several mammalian species or inducible in various species of experimental animals by using physical, chemical and biologic agents including the embryonic stem cell technology for specific gene targeted defects. Despite some serious objectives in regard to clinical aspects of human intestinal bowel disease, animal models of intestinal inflammation have advantages and being complementary to clinical approach indicate the clear need for experimental studies to be continued.